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The Fourth Amendment is important because it protects citizens and entities against unreasonable searches and seizures. The amendment in addition shield persons, papers, houses, and other effects against warrants until there are reasonable suspicion or probable cause (Hawkins, 2018). The main significance of the 4th Amendment is that it protects the privacy of persons and accords citizens the right to privacy and shields against government intrusion. However, 
Probable cause and Reasonable suspicion 
 Probable cause and reasonable suspicion are terms that sound very similar have very distinct meanings in law especially under the Fourth Amendment (Hawkins, 2018). Both terms are used by arresting officers when determining whether they want to search or seize a person’s property. There are standards for both reasonable suspicion and probable cause as discussed below. 
Reasonable Suspicion 
The doctrine of reasonable suspicion applies differently in criminal law contexts, most often where searches and seizures are involved. It therefore means that officers have an objectively reasonable basis to suspect a criminal activity before detaining a suspect. In addition, before conducting a pat-down, the officers must have be objectively convinced that the suspect is armed and dangerous. The principle of reasonable suspicion also applies in searches where officers may not have a warrant but have a suspicion on objective and reasonable grounds that a car, house or a boat (Kahn, 2018): 
· Has anything stolen or property that is unlawfully acquired
· Has anything that is intended to be used to commit a crime
· Has a dangerous article that is being used or was used to commit an offense
· Has a prohibited drug or plant 
However, reasonable suspicion does not apply on grounds that the person appears to fret, the person has previous conviction, and/or the person is in a known crime area. 
Probable Cause 
Probable cause applies in law in that police have adequate reasons to arrest someone, conduct a search, or seize a property that could be related to a specified crime (Kahn, 2017). Probable cause therefore applies when the facts and information within the police department would convince any reasonable person that a suspect has committed a crime, is committing or would commit a crime if he/she is not detained. For searches especially in private property, probable cause applies when the police have convincing information and have facts that a crime was committed, is being committed or is about to be committed in a certain premise. 
The difference between Probable Cause and Reasonable suspicion 
It is important to note that temporary detentions like car and pedestrian stops as well as detention of occupants of houses does not need probable cause but reasonable suspicion. Reasonable suspicion is the first step in policing which comes after probable cause. Kahn (2017) says that reasonable suspicion is the assumption that a crime could have been committed while probable cause comes into play when the situation escalates and crime has been most likely been committed. Therefore, at the probable cause stage, the officers are more certain than in reasonable suspicion that a crime has been committed. 
Situations that do not need a warrant of arrest 
There are situations when the police do not need a warrant in order to make an arrest. For instance, when they have both probable cause and reasonable suspicion, the police can make an arrest without warrants. Arrest warrants or warrants to search a premise may not be needed if the police are chasing a fleeing suspect and he enters a premise (Linetsky, 2018). Other exceptions when warrants are not needed are when warrants are not needed include inventory searches where they search properties in their custody to secure their contents. For example, a car towed from illegal parking grounds could be searched to secure whatever that is in it. There are also special needs exception when the government has to do routine checks which are beyond criminal law. An example of when the special needs exception needs is inspection of buildings code enforcement or even in airport and boarder searches. Police officers do not also need a warrant to search abandoned properties. For instance, in California v Greenhood, the court upheld that police can search through person’s trash left on the curb for garbage pickup (Linetsky, 2018). 
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